TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber®s Office

ELQQR DEBATE
May 10, 2001 LB 305A

ought to be done. Well, I don"t knowwhat ought to be done for
the other senators, butl know what ought to be done by me.
Thank you, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Thank you. Senator Chambers. Senator
Chambers, your light is next.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you. Mr. President, members of the
Legislature, 1 hope that there is some discomfort when 1 discuss
these issues because it should teach you something. If you are
made uncomfortable by what 1 say, how much worse and more
devastating is it to the children who are mistreated and to the
parents of those children? They have no place to turn. This is
probably some of what the OPS had in mind when they wanted the
Department of Education, the U.S. Department of Education, to
cancel that community meeting. This is some of what would have

come out. The legislators would have seen it. But what they
don"t wunderstand is that the legislators don"t care. You know
why they don®"t care? Because it iInvolves black children. The

legislator does not care about black children; it does not care
about black people, and it"s up to me to make that point clear.
I cannot make the Legislature do the right thing, but 1"m going
to make it as hard as possible for you to do the wrong thing.
And I'm going to pillory the Legislature and I"m going to
explain to the people in my community how difficult my job is;
how hard it 1is to come down hereand work with these white
people who are so totally insensitive; things theywould not

tolerate for their children. You know why 1 know they won"t
tolerate it? Because | hear some of the gripes that happen on
this floor. We passed a...we moved a bill Senator Aguilar

wanted that"s just going to let some consideration, in terms of
funding, follow students, and we all thought that®"s the just
thing to do and we did it. I"m talking about the situation
where children are parcelled out into grades other than the one
they belong in and the Legislature doesn"t care. So why should
I care about taking some of your time? You are stealing the
educational opportunity from my children. The reason 1 say
"you'", because you want to give more money to OPS to continue
doing what they"re doing. They can tell you what they®"re doing
and tell you that what 1"ve said on the floor is true and
correct, and the Legislature chooses to do nothing. Well, I"m



